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Permit Fees will be invoiced after January 4, 2026 application closure.

Upon acceptance of a permit, all permitttees shall execute an instrument under the terms of which the 
permittee shall agree to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the City and Borough of Sitka from any and 
all claims for inury or damage to persons or property suffered in connection with the permittee's activities 
unless such injury or damage is caused by the gross neglience of the City and Borough of Sitka. 

I certify that the buiness/operator(s) are registered with the CBS Sales Tax Office, unless specifically 
exempt from collecting and remitting sales taxes for sales outside of City and Borough of Sitka 
jurisdiction, and have no outstanding judgements to the City and Borough of Sitka. 

Terms and Conditions Accepted

Date Saturday, January 3, 2026

Signature
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Safety and Operating Plan 

Guide Qualifications: 

Tours are led by a certified Wilderness First Responder and CPR-certified guide who is also 
a Leave No Trace Instructor. All tours are staffed with a single guide per group, either an 
operator or an assistant guide, with the operator serving as the primary guide for the 2026 
season. Guides maintain current certifications and follow professional guiding standards.  

Safety Equipment: 

Guides carry a comprehensive safety kit on all tours, including a full first-aid kit, waste-
management supplies, bear spray, a Garmin InReach Mini two-way satellite communicator 
with SOS capability and location tracking. Additional safety and comfort items include 
hiking poles (upon participant request), rain ponchos, sunscreen, insect repellent. All 
equipment is inspected regularly and replaced as necessary. Communication devices are 
checked for battery life prior to each tour. 

Communication Protocol: 

Prior to each tour, the guide provides a detailed itinerary to designated contact, including 
trail, group size, expected start and return times, and emergency procedures. The guide 
checks in upon arrival at the trailhead and upon tour completion. If a group is overdue by 
one hour, the contact attempts communication via phone or satellite device. If no contact 
is established within two hours, local emergency services (Sitka Police/EMS) are notified 
with route and participant information. 

Emergency Response:  

The guides are trained to respond to minor and major incidents. Minor injuries, such as 
sprains or cuts, are treated on-site using standard first-aid procedures. In the events of a 
serious injury or illness, the guide initiates evacuation to the nearest trailhead or contacts 
emergency services for assistance. The guide continually assesses the severity of incidents 
and takes action necessary to ensure participants’ safety. 

Weather and Environmental Conditions: 

Tours may be modified or cancelled under unsafe conditions, including high winds, heavy 
rain/landslide risk, lightning, muddy trails, or low visibility. Weather forecasts and local trail 
conditions are monitored prior to and during tours. Turnaround points are established to 
ensure safe completion of hikes before sunset of deteriorating trail conditions.  

Wildlife Protocols: 



All operational trails are considered bear habitat. Participants are briefed on wildlife safety, 
instructed to maintain safe distance, and advised to make noise in dense vegetation. 
Participants are directed to avoid high-risk areas, such as salmon streams during runs. The 
guide carries bear spray and reinforces safe group behavior throughout the hike. 

Participant Screening and Orientation: 

Prior to tours, participants are asked about relevant medical conditions, allergies, mobility 
limitations, and prior hiking experience. The operator provides clothing, footwear, and gear 
recommendations, along with hydration reminders and pacing expectations. Tours are 
adjusted as needed to maintain safety and participant comfort. 

Transportation Safety: 

Participants are transported in a dedicated vehicle equipped with seat belts for all 
passengers. The vehicle is maintained according to manufacturer standards, and all driving 
occurs on maintained public roads. 

Equipment Management: 

All safety and hiking equipment is inspected prior to tours and replaced when necessary. 
First-aid supplies, bear spray, and communication devices are checked for expiration, 
functionality, and battery life daily. 

Environmental Stewardship: 

All tours adhere to Leave No Trace principles. Guides ensure all waste is packed out, 
participants remain on established trails, and vegetation and wildlife are not disturbed. 
Participants are briefed on environmental stewardship prior to each tour. 

Incident Reporting: 

All incidents, injuries, or wildlife encounters are documented internally. Significant 
incidents are reported to the appropriate regulatory agency in accordance with permit 
requirements.  
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